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Any are the contentments | 
f ) and comforts,that wiſe and | 
} carefull Chriſttans may cn- 
119 in a well maricd eſtate; 
ſo be it they care to make 
Q God the Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the beginning and en- 
ding of the ſame: There 
—_ D232 D (a7n0t want comfort in any 
of wal or dinances,if ſo that men keepe themſelues vnto 
Gods rule. But it now adaies falleth out inthe cor- 
ruption of our time by ſinne, that the merry eſtate of 
mariage is altogether amongft moſt, marred : the cau ſe 
of it # , too much depending wpon our ſelues, and too 
great forgetfalne(ſe fo chooſe according to God, who, or 
where is that Chriſtian, that makes prater the key to 0- 
pen the doore of this eſtate? that lookes at fitneſſe inthe 
perſon, making Grace the beft portion? Alas, expertence 
ſhewes whence all diſcomforts ariſe, the too much dot 
| 15ng vpn beauty, portion, and the like things that are 
deceitfull, are the Parents of diſcomforts. Men and wo. 
men thinke they cannot buy gold roo deare,, but it is good 
for Chriſtians to marry in the Lord, that they may haue 
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one beauen to hold them hereafter , as well as one bed | 


A2 and 
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| and beard here, The beſt aduiſe inthis cauſe wee haue 

in the [acred word of God, next vnto that in the paines 
of holy and godly men, who hage both gone before ws, 
and arc now, through Gods mercy, continued to Us. 11 
the number of which , let me commend wnto thee, the 
labours of thu indicious and learned Diuine, the _Awu- 
thor of this enſuing Sermon. God, byhim, hath giuen 
wnto his Church, many he'ps in points of Dininity ;, and 
eſpecially in regard of this ſubiett : his direiltons alrea- 
dy, this now, and others ſhortly to be printed, may ſerue 
for a Chriſtian rule this way. I muſt confeſſe, that it 
bad beene ere this timeprinted, had not the humility 
4nd modeſty of the Author hindredit : willing bee 17, 
and hath beene to doe good by preaching, but I am ſure, 
be glorieth not with many , in yoluntary printing of 
thoſe things that arevery vſefull for the Church of God. 
Secondly, the expetlation of an other Sermon, which by 
importunity I obtained, the Coppy whereof (as ſoone as 
| it is corredted by the Author himſelfe, and retarnedto 
me, according to promiſe) you fball hawe for your farther 
diretion, iu the holy choiſe & godly vſage of your ſelues 
in this ſo honourable eſtate. The Godof Grace guide 
your hearts that read this, to the conſcionable pra- 
iſe of it, that you may «ll bleſſe God for ſuch worthy 
belpe, and be(pe them with your prayers, who acjire to 
further you in the way to ſaluation. 


Yours in the ſeruice of Chriſt, ' 
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And they were both iuſt, and walked in all the comman- 
dements and ordinances of the Lord without 
repreo/ Cs 4 


? STloun himſelfe was a forerunner of 
2 Chriſt in his perſon and office, ſo the 
PA\\& Euangeliſt S. Luke beginning his holy | 
SS{>8855 (toric, maketh the conception of 7oby, 
orerun the ſtoric of the conception of Chriſt : be- 
tweene which two was not an obſcure correſpon- 
dence. For firſt, both of them were predicted and 
promiſed by an Angell, who defcribed both their 
perſons, both their offices, and gane them both their 
names. Secondly, both their conceptions were mi- 
raculous by the mightie power of God, tranſcen- 
ding all the ſtrength of nature. Thirdly , both of 
them borne of vnlikely perſons, the one ofa Virgine 
againſt nature, the other of an old barren woman 
| beyond nature. Fourthly, both of them were tro be 
| borne after a new and vnuſuall nativitie : firſt thar 
the ſtrange conception of the one, right be ſome- 
| what more credible by the other : and ([ccondly,thar | 
' both of them might by all men be conceined to be- | 
come moſt cminent perſons,of extraordinaric _ | 
and | 


— 


TY te AO CI ACS 


A Weading Sermon, 


| p—_—_— 


| and ſeruice in the world, who after ſo extraordina- 
rie manner came into the world. For ſo when lon 
was borne, the neighbours asked . What manner of 
child ſhall this be? verle 66. 

Now our Euavgeliſt ſtayeth a great while in the 
confirmation of Johns extraordivarie conception 
and honourable birth for theſc reaſons. 

Firſt,becauſc his calling was to be extraordinary, 
he was to be a man cn? jrom God. Toh. 1.6, not cal- 
led by man, but by God immediatly. 

Sccondly, his office was to be 4 witneſſe of the 
truth, ana that all men through him might ' + V7. 
And becauſe the truth ot a teſtimonie dependeth 
vpon the worth of the witneſſe : ro adde more au- 
thoritie to /o»5 teſtimonic, he ſheweth the perſon 
to be an extraordinaric-man , in holinefle and ho- 
nour, and therefore moſt faithfull , and worthie of 
all credite and higheſt reſpeCt. 

Thirdly, 705» was to be the firſt witneſle and pub- 
licke Preacher in the new Teſtament , yea to be the 
forerunner and immediact ſcruant of Chriſt. Hence 
| is he called 74» by the Angell: which word figni- 

| fieth fawour or grace : firſt becauſe he was beloved 
| by Gods ſpeciull grace on his parents , when they 
| were old, and by the courle of nature could nor ex- 
| pet him: ſeconcly, becauic he was to be the firſt 
| Preacher of grace in the new Teſtament, Next ther- 
| fore i it was to 1ofift in the large and honourable 
; mention of ſo neare a ſeruant ro Chriit : ſceing the 
| more honourable the ſeruant is, the more is the 
| glorie and eminencic of the mailer, 


| Founbly , becauſe the faith of rhe Church was 


ro 
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to leane vpon this teſlimonie of //# : therefore is 
che Spirit of God more induſtrious to make his wit- 
neſle certaine, and leauc it moſt infallible. 

Now among other arguments of hs commen- 
dation, heis in the words read, commended by the 
worthineſſe of his parentage. For firft both his pa- | 
rents are named, his father was Zacharte,that is,one | 
mindfull of God : his mothers name was E/zzaberh, 
whichſignified God is myreſt,and ic appeareth they 
were not vnanſwerable to their names. Secondly, 
both of them were of an holy ſtocke and progenie. 
He was ot the ordey ai:d ſtocke of Aaron, and (he was 
of the daughters of Aaron: and.ſo both of them were 
well deſcended. Thirdly, both of them were as holy 
in their owne perſons, as in their parentage : For 
both of them were iuſt before God , and walked in all 
the commandements and ordinances of the Lord with: 
out reproofe. 

Both of them were iuſ?] Firſt, neither of them was 
without infirmitic, neither of them without ſinne, 
Secondly, neither of them was legally iuſt , which 
requireth whole conformitic of the whole man, to 
the whole Law , and thatinthe vtmoſt perfection. 
Thirdly, neither of both were iuſt, or juſtified by 
workes, and much lefle by meriting or deferr. For 
why then was Zacharze preſently ſtrucke dumbe for 
[11s vnbelicfe,verſe 20,Or if that which the Rhemiſts 
on this place were true: what did Zacharre here in 
the Temple offering ſacrifice,firſt tor his owne ſins, 
and then for the peoples: it he did ſo perfectly fulfill 
the Law as they ſay ? 

How then were they both iuſt? A. Both were | 
| B 2 1uſt | 
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| iuſt Euangelically. Firſt by zmputation, to both of 
them was Chriſts 1uſtice imputed : fo as though 
both of them laboured vnder their perſonall infir- 
mities , yet God for Chritts fake did not impute 
their ſinnes vnto them.Secondly,by acceptario God 
did approue them both for juſt and righteous per- 
ſons , bcholding them in the coucnant of his loue: 
which accepteth of impurc and vnworthic ations 
of his childrcn as righteous and iuſt, and affordeth a 
large couer for their daily detefts and frailties, 
Thirdly, by inchoatioz., in that both of them being 
renewed by Gods Spirit , endeuourcd to keepe all 
the commandements of the Lord, and wete heartily 
gricued when they failed in their true endeuour, 
Fourthly, by the Lords zuſtification both were iuſti- 
fied by God from hypocrific and raigning guile: 
Whar they did, they did before God, in truth , and 
vnfainedly as in his fighr,and by their truires of faith 
both of them were iuſtihed before men :; whoby 
their externall righteouſneſſe ſaw that their faith 
was ſound, and themſelues true belecuers. The Pha. 
riſes wererighteous before men, bur this is oppoſed 


to all pharilaicall iuſtice; they were both iult betore 
| God. 


{ 


1. As they werereligious per- 


Hence we note ſons. 
| ſome obſeruations. )2. As they were married pcr- 


ſons. 
| The Lord approueth and honoureth godli- 
| neſſe euery where : as in Zacharie_ and Elizabeth, 
and teacheth vs by his owne example, highly ro 
eſtceme of religious perſons, and willingly & chear- 
fully 
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fully to] veake of their graces. 
To ſhew our owne louing affeion to good per- | 1. Reaſon, 
ſons and good things, for according to the abun- 
dance of theheartthe mouch will ſpeake, the ſhop 
is furniſhed ovt of the warchouſe. | 
To encourage and promore grace- in othcrs | 2, Reaſon, 
whenſoever we ice it, for praife of vertue encrea-. 
ſerh it. Thirdly, to prouoke our ſeiuves and others | 
ro attainethe like graces,both for kind and mealure. 
Fourthly , to get aſure note of ſuundnefle tn our | Pal. 15. 4: 
ſclues, for it is a propertic of a good man to honour | 
themthat feare the Lord, and a ſparke of the image | | 
and reſemblance ofthe Lord himſelfe. | 
Note a difterence of mens wayes from Gods, x 
he commendeth nothing but his owne grace : "i 


they cucty thing but this : men are by men com- 
| mended and applauded for their wealth and good | 
| husbandrie, diligence in clicir callings, and for their | 
good hoſpitalitic andthe hike: butifthe Lord com- | 
mend a man, heare he beginneth, as Noah, Thee > | | Genel, 7.1. 
hauc I found rrohtcous. And Aor hw not ſo much} | 
tor 1s hoſÞiralitie wherein he exceeded, but tor in- 
{truC© ting his familie, VVomen are by men commen: 
ded tor wealth, beautie, parentage, education and 
(ch naturall endiaarns. Bur it the Lord com- 
mend a wonan: itis the woman that feareth the Loy  Prou.z1.30. 
that ſpall be praiſed: and it Chriſt commend a wo- 
man,it ſhall not be Martha for her good houlivitric, ! 
but arte for chooſing the better part. | ae 
Many ſinne againſt this rule, who prize not | 2. U/e. 

nor ſpeake of the graces of God conferred vpon | | 
their brethren, becauſe either their hearts affe& nor | 

B 3 grace, 
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turne out this ſubieCt,by blazing the wants and frail- 
tics of godly men, or elſe by furthering ſome blors, 


| 


' goodneſſe in the young man tor example, 
3- Others make pietic and grace the bucs to ſhoot 
ail their venome and poyloned arrowes againlt , all 
their diſcowſes runne againſt perſons fearing God, 
and their godly practiſes, that it diuels had rongues 
| of their owne , thus would they employ them: bur 
| not having them of their owne,they borrowed theſe 
mens to this purpoſe. For Chriſt muſt be a butr 
and ſigne of contradiction (till, not in his owneper- 
ſon only, but in bis members al{o.Bur againſt whom 
haſt thou blaſphemed? Or whom hath railing Rab- 
{echie reuiled? Or where ſhall theſe arrowes ſhot a- 
eainſt hcauen light , bur vpon the head of him that 
(hot them? Who cuer aduanced himſelfe in blaſ- 
phcmic againſt the God ot heauen and proſpered? 
Now as they were married perſons, becauſe our 
preſent errand callerh vs to this parc, we may learne. 
[n that both theſc perſons were iuſt , and yet mar- 
ricd, that marriage hindereth no man or woman:no 


before God and men. Zacharre a Pricſt here in his 
office in the Temple, in the action of ſacrifice was a 
married man, and yer holy : which could not be if 
; the marriage of Miniſters hindered their holineſle. 
| El:zaverha Prieſts wite, yet commended by the Spi- 
\11ir of God for an holy and iuſt woman . and there- 
fore the wives of Miniſters are ſer by God in the 


fore- 


_— 
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| 


grace, or becauſe they enuie it, or elſe becauſe they | 


| 


[ 


and caſting ſome ſtaine vpon them. Our Lord Icſus 
' contrarily affected, and commended eucn thewes of | 


nor the Miniſters of God from being holy and juſt | 


| 


ly, which oppoleth marriage to virginitic as chaffe 
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foremoſt ranke of Chriſt, holy, gracious and godly 


women. 


To deteſt that diabolicall docrine and religion Vfe. 


of Papitts, which cannot be true,bur this Scripture | | 
and many other muſtbe falſe. In that they hold,thar | 
ficſt marriage is a being in the fleſh, and an vrackone' | 
thing. For did God inftitute an vncleane thiag, and | 
that in Paradiſe before any finne and vncleannelle | 
was? Did Chriſt grace and honour an vncleane 
thing by his preſence and firſt miracle? Is one of the | 
Sacraments of their holy Church become on ihe 


ſudden fo vncleane a thing > Lyars have great need 


of good memories. Secondly,that holy miniſtcrieis 
as Jeadly a diſeaſe of marriage as the fouleſt adulte- 
ric, which onely ought to diffolue marriage. Third- 


| to wheate, Or as euill to good: whereas Scripture 
 oppoſerh not marriage ro virginitic, as left good in 
it ſelfe, but as more inconuenient by the corruption 
| of perſons, OT perſecution of thetimes. Neither do 
' they oppole virgins to tyzarried perſons (Reu.19. 9) 
| but tro the f'thy fornicators of that whore of Babi- 
lon. Fourtaly, winch diſauoweth warriage, bur not 
luſt, abandon eel Gods ſacred ordinatiice according 
'to nature, bur not burning concupiſcence and vn- 
naturall fil khineffs 2,not to be named among Saints, 
for it is one of their beaitly and ſhameleſle conſt. 
rutions : that their Priefthood is not bound to pet | 
away an whore cr Concubine, fo ir abiurea lawfu!l | 
| wife. Not to rake any Jonger in this Sodom! tical 
| ſincke, we conclude with our text. "That meriiage ; 
kindereth ncither inward holinefle , nor the moſt | 
holy | 
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I-Reaſon. 


2: Reaſon. 
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| holy externall duties neither priuate nor publicke. 


two godly perſons meet in marriage, of whom may 
be ſaid: both of them are wiſt,as Abraham and Sarah, 
Iſaac and Rebecea, Priſcilla and Aquila, Zacharie and 


Elizabcth. 


ded and draw one way both haue their names 
written in the booke of litez when both are of one 
tribe and religion, as this couple wasz when both 
worſhipthe ſame true God;both care forthe things 
of God ; both intendthe one thing neceſlarie; both 
| are decked with the ſame graces, and both are heires 
ofthe ſame ſaluation; when botharc fit and mutual 
helpes, marriage becometh a ſweete yoke. 

When both are iuſt, the familic will be alit- 
tle Church of God, a place of Gods worſhip, pre- 
ſence, delight, and blefling. 

From ſuch a coniunction is an expeCtation of 
a godly ſcede,andan hopctull poſteritic to be left be- 
bind vs, to worſhip God in earth when weare gone 
| hence,as from this gracious couple,deſcendeth 7ohn 
' a gracious ſonne, of neareſt ſervice to Ieſus Chriſt, 
Let all that are to enter into this eſtate, confi- 


der what their firſt ayme ought to be : not on fineſt | 


| houſes and riches, which are the inheritance of fa- 
| thers, bur a prudent wite which is the gitt of God, 
| that is a ſpeciall and moſt choile gift of his loue: 
; Secke fitlt for goodneſle , and for goods after- 
wards, faile in this ruic and thou ſhalt buy gold too 
| deare. 


_ * { All marricd couples muſt learne and labour, 


co 


j 
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Here is an equall yoke when both are like min- | 


Both were inſl; | An happie conjunQtion it is when | 


| 


| 


| 
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to be both juſt , both religious, and fearing God' 
Viues are as ſtraightly bound to be religious as 

husbands, both muſt labour for Gods approbation, 
both muſt care to be ſpouſes of Chriſt, both mult 
{triue ro be in the couenant of grace, both mult be 
married to faith, loue, godlinefſe,and holinefſe,both 
mult lecke to be rich,beautifull and glorious within, | 
asthe ſpouſes of Icſus Chriſt. | 

3-All married perſons mult aboue all things,loue, | 
reipect and cheriſh grace one in another: ground | 
not thy loue vpon beavtie, riches, portion, youth, 
or ſuch failing foundations: bur pitch it firſtin God | 
and grace,and it will hold. Letitbegin at the ſoule, 
and thence thew it ſelfe to the body. The man and | 
wife ought to ſecke the ſauing one of anothers ſoule, 
1. Cor. 7. 5. Chriſt the husband of his Church 
did all ; ſuftered all, beſtowed all his wiſedome, 
ſtrength,riches,yea his precious bloud for his ſpouſe 
to ſanctifie andfaue her: an vnfailing patterne for all 
ſpouſes. 

Where both are iuſt, true grace will be valued at 
the higheſt rate one in another , the one will hold 
the other worth fo much as there is religion andthe 
feare of God. Betweene this beauty of ſoule, riches 
of mind,wealth of grace is eſteemed at an incompa- 
rable rate ; and theſe entiſe and draw on heavenly, 
ſpiricuall, and laſting loue, When both arc uſt, 
grace will be cheriſhed in cach more then good na- 
ture: grace is excited by cach in the cxcrcile of ſpiti- 
tuall dutics; they pray with and for one another; 
they reade, conferre, and counſlell rogerher ; they | 
edific one another on their holy faith, and this is a 

C ſtrong 
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ſtrong cement of loue. Vhere both are iuſt, both 
praiſe God {as for inferiour endowments) ſo eſpe- 
ciaily for the meaſure ot grace received, and for that 
holy religion to which they are married, VVherc 
God hath given this vlcing there is wealth, beauty, 
loue,and cucry Avcer and n<edtull comfort and con- 
rentincnt. 

B:fore God) from hencenote this doCtrine : That 
thoſe be indeed truly religious and righteous that are ſo 
before God :thar ſet themſelues alwaycs before God, 
and in ſinceritic of heart know and remember they 
hauc to dowith God in all things. Lam. 1. 27. pure 
and vndefiledreligion before God : thething that true 
religion doth,is,it bindeth God to man, and man to 
God. 

| Noniecan be iuſt before God, Pſal. 143. 2. Rom. | 
3-20, No fl:thcan be iuſtified before the Lord. 

1. That is, noman onely fliſh withour Chriſt and 
his Spirit, 

2. Noman can perſonally and perfectly be iuſtifi- 
ed. lo as his perſon and worke can paſle allowable in 
ſtci& 1wſtice, 

3. No fleſh /n h# fight vnleſſe it be ſecne inthe 
fight of Chriſt, But by mercifull accepration rhe be- 
leever is juſtified and approoucd as iuſt ſecne in 
Chiſt 2. By ſound reſo/ur/on he ſetteth himſelfe vn- 
der Gyds cye,andin his preſence,as a witneſle of his 
righteous and godly courſe : andſofeekethin fince- 
ritic of heart to be approued of him in all things. 
And thus Zachery and Elizabeth are ſaidto be iuſt in 
this place. 

The rcaſons of this DoAtrine are theſe. - 
Such 
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Such a worſhipper only the Lord requireth,Gen. | 2. Reaſon. | 


17. 1. Walke before me and be vpright. Deur. 3. 29. 
Oh that there were ſuch an heart in thrm, that they 
might feare_ me and keepe all my commandements al- 
wayes, Onely ſuch are accented of him who are /ewes 
within. Rom. 2. Who worſhip #7; Spirit and truth, | 
loh. 4. for becauſe he is the ſeer and ſearcher of the ' 
hearts,he loucth 2ruth in the inward parts. i ſal.s1. | 
And hath pleaſure in vprightne Je. 1.Chron.29. 17. | 
H-re is a wanifecſt diltinftion betweene godly 2. Reaſon, 
men and cuill: who haue faire ſhewes; &arc ſmooth | 
outwardly, can draw nearc with their lips , but God | 
!s not in their thoughts, their hearts are remoued fro | 
him. The Phariſey can waſh the ourfide ofthe cup 
and platter, and cando many things to be ſeene of 
men. Bur the godly man letteth himſelte in theeye 
of God, and doth things with the hearr, not conten- 
ting himſelfe to ſceme good, but to beſo, nor with a 
forme of godlineſle withour the power of it. This 
man ſhineth from the heart within, and is better in 
ſubſtance then in ſhow. The goodneſle of this man 
is not to the eye and outward ; bur inward from his 
heart before God, | 
All Euangelicall obedience is chicfly in purpoſe of | 3.Reaſon, 
heart, in holy defires and hearty reſolut:ons.'The top 
of the belecuers perfeRion, is 119t in perfetion of 
ation, but affcion and in ſtrife again{t imper- 
fection and truth of dcfires, a« As 11. 23. hen 
wich full purpoſe of heart we :leaue_> wnio the 
Lord. 1. Chronicles 18, 7. 1* S:lomon fh1ll endea- 
wer to keepe the commandenents , then ſhall 
his kingdome be eſtabliſhed. This maketh — | 
C 2 an 
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| and perſons acceptable and accounted perfect, This 
maketh duties comfortable, when men charge vs with 
bypocnific and ſin-{tcr ends, as Daura to CMicall: 1 
aid it before the Lord. 

4-Reaſon. A day cometh whercin the Lord willpronounce 
of cucry man as his heart ſhall be befoic h1m:as here 
ot Zatharie and Eljzabeth, In which he will vntold 
and turne out all the windings and corners of mens 
hearts, If a peece of the heart or of vprightneſie be 
wanting, he will miſc it. As in many kings of Ifracl, 
who did ſuch and ſuch good things but not with all 

their hearts. Then ſhaltthou know that all is novght 

withour vprightneſlc. 


CM  __—_—_— —— 


Notes of a Now tac notes of a man iuſt and religious before 
wit man, God. 

; pt | , 
Note 1. He bringeth his inner man ſtil] thoughts. 


Ntentions. 
delires. 

1. He darethnot ſuffer his thoughts too long ab: 
ſent from God, Plal. 16. 8. / haue {-t the Lord ener in 
my /izht. He is much and often in ſecret ſoliloquies 
with God by prayer, by meditation. 

Ot the wicked man it is ſaid, God & wot im hs 
thoughts. But atruly godly manthinketh on God by 
day and by night. 
| 2. His 7ztentions are not to pet applauſe or credir 
| ' of men : butto get grace, both with God and in 
|  himſc'fe, 
| 3.His de/res are airer God to prepare him a place 
| ' 1n his heart, without whom he cannor line,no more 


before God, as in his 


| 
I 


| then without aire. A loule deſtitute of de fires after 


God 1s a great plague. And tur God he affeeth all 


coudneſſe 


— > ——— —— 
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goodneſle for goodnefle ſake, and for no other re- 
ward. 

H15 actions are wrought in God for ordinarie | | 

courſe. loh 3. 21, Bur he that doth truth commeth | 
vato the hghr , that his deeds may be made mani- 
felt, rh! they are wrourht in God. 
1. Theriſe. 
2. Theru'e, 
3. Ihecnd. 

1. Inreſpect ofthe ri/e,which is the loue of God. | 
Ic 1s the Jouc of God conſtraineth vs to every good | 
| ation, that is the riſe and foundation.2.Cor.5.12. | 

2 Ot the rule which is the light of Gods word. All 
the Ilracl of God walke by tha rule, Gal. 6.16. And 
as many as walke according to this rule, peace be on 
| them, and mercy,and vpon the Iſrael of Godzthis is 

the lanthorneto their pathes, Plal. r19. 
| —_— 
| 3.Ofthe end,which is either ad,” p. 
| Execution. 

1. Of intention , which is Gods glory and con- 
'tentmacnt: our endeauovur 15 at home, or from home 
| to be pleaſing vnto God 1a all things. 
| - 2, Theend of eXccuric 97. Grace gocth through 

 ſtich and continucti) vnto tizcend : what 1s done of 

| conſcicnce-is of continuance. A o00d hcart 15 as 
' carcfu!l ro perſeucre 1 in gies as Once tO be good, 

' knowing that God 15 dell at att. 

In reipect of fin. 1. The 1el1gious heart acmirter!? 
| not, nor committeth any. Becauſe ne knoweth, all 
| are before God. As loſeph, (hall I do this w chi fle 
| and [inne 474inſ/ God, It ltriverh a2:21inlt all (inne in | 


"4 
GC. 3 tins | 


All his ations I layare wrought in 
Gol] tor o:dinaric courſe, both in 


| 
| 
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Note 4. 


' he is the ſame. In proſperitie, in aduerſitie, whereas a 


in his affliction: Hol. 6. laſt. Secke God auligemtly. 


this reſpeQt, Plal. 94. 7. 8. Shall he that formed the_ 
eye and care, ſhallnot he ſee and heare ? 

2. He ſecketh not to hide or to cheriſh any ſinne 
commitced. Bur caſtcrh out all by confefſion, be- 
cauſe all is betore God, Plal. 51. Againſt thee, againſt 
| thee o Lord. I have done eulll 2» thy [zebt. | 
| 3. Heſhamcth more thathis ſinne is before God: | 

then if it were in all mens cyes,and ifall men ſhould 

cry ſhame on him , he would nor be abaſhed, as he | 
is with holy bluſhing, that his ſhame 2nd tinne lycch 
| vncouered before God. 

4.He hateth all cuils as well as onc,in one as in a- 
nother : [n friendsas well as foes, ſecretas open,bur 
of all is moſt ſcuere againſt his owne ſfinnes which 
lye cloſeſt tohis owne heart. 

4. Holding himſelte eucr in Gods preſence, he is 
(till like himſelte, and the ſame as God is, before 
whom he walketh. 

Firſt, companie corrupteth him not. In all com- 
panics heis as if he were alone, and alone as if he 
| were in companie , the ſame man among ſuperiors 
| and inferiors. 
| Secondly, places change him nor, he is the ſame 
in his owne houſe that he is in Gods houſe, Pſal. 101.2 
at home and abroad. 

Thirdly, times altering alter him nat : he is the 
| ſame on the weeke day as on the Sabbath: he kno- 
; weth he is cuer betore God who is cuer rhe ſame, 
Fourthly,no eſtate diſturbeth him, bur in all eſtates 


wicked man can crie in his diſtreſſe, & the Hipocrite 


5. He 


* —_ ——— - DO. Oe eee He n__ —_ — 
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5. He 1s neuer fo well contented as in thoſe | Nore 5. 


meanes in which God is pleaſed ro conuerſe with 
men, in cuery ordinance of God hereioyceth, as in 
a more ſolernne preſence of his grace.(Whereas the 
wicked wilfully excommunicate themſclues : ) and 
yer the godly man is nor contented with theſe with- 
outa longing defire of his bleſſed preſence of glory: 
to ſtand beforc him, to praiſe him, in immediate 
fruition for all cternitie, 

And walked in allthe commandements and orainan- 
ces of the Lord with ont reproofe. |Now we come from 


the imputed rightcouſneſle ro the inherent and in- | 
choat in theſe rwo godly perſons; in whom we haue | 


a patterne ſet before vs of godly life. 

Here is an cligant metaphor or copariſon where- 
in godly life is called a waking. Secondly, the way 
in which a godly man walketh 1s the commandements 


| an4ordinances of the Lord, and allot them, Thirdly, 


the manner of walking, without reproofe. 


' 
| 
, 
i 
, 
' 
' 
' 
, 


| 


| 
| 


1. They walked. A Chriſtian man is here a traveller 


and a pailenger from one place to anorher, 


1. Motion. 
In which courſe is, J2. Promotion, 
. Conſtancie. 

Firſt 37e1ica, they ſtand not ſtill, nor (it at eaſe, 
but moue thernſelucs and ſtirre themſelues as a man 
while he walketh. 

Secondly Promotron, in going forward and pro. 
firing, clſe a5 good ſtand ſtill as not go forward: but 
here isa daily going nearer ſaluation,and nearer the 
end of our way , a progreſſe towards our countrey. 

Thirdly,walking 1s a conſtant motion: They _ 
rinuc 


——— —— — 
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' rinued to walke in a godly courle , becauſe their ex- | 
| yetation was ſtill before them, | 
"_ | He thatſtandeth ata ſtay in Chriſtianitie: or go- | | 
 ethbacke in grace: he that gaineth not ground, and | 
| proſpereth not in goodneſle : he that is-not daily 
' nearer heauen, walketh not that way.Neither will it 
ſerue that men ſet their tongues a walking and 
wiſhing, if their hands be bound, or fecte fettered | 
with idlcnefle or luſts. Theretore ſee in thy lelte. 
; Firſt,that thy workes be more at laſt then atthe 
WE; f 
{| | Secondly, ct thy profiting appeare to others, 
| | 1. Tim.q.15. Meditate on theſe things, giue | 
| y thy lelfe wholly rothem, that iy profiting | 
| may appeare 10 all, 
Thirdly , let thy whole ayme be the ripening F 
and perfeCing thy grace, for this is to walke 
LL towards heauen, 
2. The way. 1n allthe commanadements and ordt- 
nancesof the Loyd. 
| (By comandemants are meant morall precepts. 
2Þy ordinances the ceremonials which then 
were in force. 
| They walked #7 a/l 1. by true indcvour and holy 
| , purpole. 

Secondly, they ſeuercd not the commandements 
inthe praCtiſe of their life : as ſeruants who will 
| chuſe their worke,and do what plcaſeth themſclues, 

' and leaue vndone what liketh them nor. 

Thirdly, they made the whole word their rule: y | 

all of ir being ofthe ſamie author, nature, power and 
, neceſlitic. 


Fourthly, 


| 


— 
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Fourthly, they walked in all: but not without 
| ſomeſlips and flidings; as in the faireſt way a man 
may ſlip and yer keepehis way and walke ſtill. 

They walked, firſt in morall precepts, and then in 
ceremoniall: Chriſtian wiſedome taught them; and 
muſt teach ts, todo all duties, but the greateſt with the 
greateſt and firſt care: firſt duties to God, and then to 
men. The firſt and great commandement firſt : firſt 
the great things of the Law, and then Tyth Mint, 
and Comin. | 

The application might be enlarged in many par- | 
ticulars, asto ſttrre vs vp: | 

Firſt ſeeke to pleale God, and then men. | 

Firſt make all cleane within, and then without. 

Firſt ſeeke the kingdome of God, then other 
things. 

Ft obſcrue the moralitic of the Law : then the 


ceremonie. 
Firſt get the power of godlineſſe, and then the 


forme, &c. | 
They ſinne, that for ceremonies caſt downe ſub- | 2, U/c, 


ſtance of worſhip. 
When Gods ſacred ordinances muſt go downe, 
rather then mens fooliſh inuentions nor ſtand vp. 
They are peruerſe that neglecting ſinceritie of 
heart, faich, and good conſcience , compole their 
lives rociuilitie and deuotion. 
| The way wherein the Saints muſt walke to heauen, | Notc +. 
' is the way of God's commandements : tor as a way dogh | 
[tend to ſome intendedplace, [o doth the ſtatutes of 
| God tend to heauenly happineſle : Hence is the 


| word called the way of God, —_ 13-10.Paal ſpeaking, 
| ny 
| 


Note 1. 


—_— 
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to Elimas the (ſorcerer, ſaid, wilr thou not ceaſſe to 
peruert the r/748 wayes of the Lord: the way of 
peace, Luke 1,97: of /aluation, AQ.16.17. | 

2. Whoſoener arc out of this way,and tranſpreſle |, 
this rule,are ſaid to wanderandetre,Pſal.14.3. They 
areall gone out of the way. Andas a man having loſt 
his way, knoweth not where to find himſelfe ar lzſt. 
So ſuch as go their owne wayes, and follow the 
luſts and ſight of their cyes, little thinke where they 
ſhall lodge when the night of their lives cometh. 

Labour to know this way ; aske the way of thoſe 
that know the countric and the way to it better then 
thy ſclfe: As the Taylor asked: what ſhall I do to be ſa- 
ved : enquirethe old and ancient way, for thou nci- 
ther knoweſt nor findelt ir of thy ſelfe. 

Secondly, labour to keepe this way. A traueller 
mult keepethe high and beaten way. Bur this is the 
way, the kings high way, pathed and troden of all 
travellers ro heauen. 

Our thoughts muſt not ſtray out of this way,Fx- 
odus 20. Thou ſhalt z30t cout; words muſt be held in 
this way, of cuery idle word we muſt giue an ac- 
count : aftions muſt be done in this way. What I 
command thee that do onely , whether great or 
ſmall:the whole and parts; the ſmalleſt pinnes of the 
Tabernacle muſt be according to the patrerne in the 
Mount : Hence thofe many precepts; turne not to 
the right hand or the left, for it is a right way. 

Thirdly, ioyne with thoſe that walke in this way 
which is liek the way of men. It is a great encou- 
ragement in a ſtrange way to go with good com- 
panic, Delightin men fearing God, in Saints excel- 
ling 
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ling in vertue, and with 7acob ſtil! pray God to go 


aw chee in thy tourney, who is a faichfull and ſure 
uide, 

Fourthly,walke vprightly,not halting in this way, 
and follow ir where cuer it leadeth: vprightneſle 
looketh not where multitudes go, but where it ſelfe 
ought to go: nor what may be the iſſue, but which is 
the way. This way may leade thee into many difh- 
culties of diſgraces, loſles, crofles, &c. But as Ifracl 
going through the wilderneſle, they muſt prouide 
{hoocs on their feete, ſo prouide thou the ſhooes of 
the preparation ofthe Goſpell, fencing thy ſelfe with 
Chriſtian reſolution to follow where cuer the Gol- 
pell icadcth thce. 

A zood and ſincere heart ſtriucth to uniuerſall obe- 
aience: itwill walke in all commandements and or- 
dinances, as Zacharie_- and Elizabeth, Plal. 119. 6. 
chen ſhall I not be confounded whenlI haue r:/þee? 
ro all thy commandements : I et allthy lawes before me, 
and eſteeme all thy precepts right: though he cannot 
do all, yct he mult ſer all betore him, 

Firſt, becauſe a good heart ſo prizeth euery part 
of the word, as that he will gather vp the very frag- 
ments of the law : he knoweth the perfection of it, 
that as nothing need be added, ſo nothing ought to 
be detracted. Nothing elſe, nothing lefle muſt be 
obſerued:ir holdeth it not enough to ſerucand obay 
in ſome things,bur in all. : 

Secondly, a good heart knoweth that it ſelfe can- 
not be devided; the religious heart is the whole 
heart, which maketh no compoſition with Satan or 
ſinne. Sure it is itza ſmall neglcR of an inferior duty 

D 2 


or. 


Note 3. 
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or ſinne, will make way and open a dorefor greater: 
and a little deceite or guile; a ſmall reſerued and ſpa- 
red finne, is as alittle leaucn , ſouring the whole 
lumpe,or as alittle Colloquintida poyloning all our 
vertues and obedience, 

Thirdly,he knoweth the Law cannot be deuided, 
for it is ſo vnited, that he that breaketh one,ftnneth 
againſt all: A good hcart therefore conſenteth tothe 
whole Law , thatit is good , iuſt, and holy, and as a 
foucraigne potion preſcribed mult be taken all : elſe 
the whole operation is hindred, ſo alſo it is herc. 

Fourthly, here is a difference betweene ſound- 
neſle and vafoundnelle, none are fo bad but are wil- 
ling to obey in ſome commandements fo farre as 
they touch not their pleaſure,their protite,or credit. 
Herod will heare /oþx gladly, till he couch him in his 
Heroatzs, Ind. and Demis will do many good du- 
tics, bur will not leauc courtoulneſſe and worldli- 
neſle. But ſoundneſle den yerh all vngodly & world- 
ly luſts, Tit.2. 12. If nor in at, yet in deſire, diſpoſt- 
tion, purpole of Heart; and holdeth no duty fo {mall 
asto be neglected and deſpiſed. 

Thinke not as the moſt do, that thou haſt wel! 
acquitted thy {cifc, if thou beeſt oncly,noadulcerer, 
murthcrer, theete, periurd perſon, while thou dil- 
penſeſt with thy ſelte in the lower degrecs of finne., 
Thou art no whoremonger;if conſcience make tnee 
none,thou then wilt not be a wanton or vncleanc in 
| thy ſpeeches. 

Thou are no murtherer , but conſcience maketh 
thee not ſo, voleſſe thou hare and reſiſt, raſh anger, 
hatred, wrath, haſtic and furious ſpeeches. 


Thou | 
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Thou art no thiefe, and neuer ſtoleſt thy neigh- | 

bours goods: buthaſt thou not bene,or art thou not 

vniuſt : an vſurer, a lyer, and ſwearer ro deceinte? | 
Ticſe petty thefts ſhew that conſcience keeperl: | 
thee not from greater thefts and roberies. 

Thou art no periured perſon, nor fweareſt 
wounds, and bloud, &c. but art thou accuſtomed 
to petty oathc+2 If thou beeſt a vaine raſh and idle 
ſwearer, thy conſcience keeperh thee not from per- 
iury. Nay a frequent ſwearer cannot but bc often. 
| periured, | 

But docſt thou fatour no f11 , but makeſt warre 
vponallthecurſedcananires and luſts in thine owne | 
boſom? Hereis ſome argument of ſoundneſſe, 6@| 

Examine the vprightneſſe of thy heart by theſe | 
notcs. | 

1. Doeſt thou hate all wayes of falſhood, and as 
deſirous to forſake all thy f{inne, as that God would 
forgiue all thy finne? 

2. Doeſt thou give the Lord thy whole heart 
' and man,notmaking a profeſſion to ſerue the Lord, 
and referue ſome idol! in thy ſouic? 
| 23. Defireſtthouto doeuery part of Gods word, 
; without cither rcferuation or exception,/not allow- 
ing thy ſe'te any liberty againſt any one Comman- 
dement,) or expoitulation or reaſoning when the 
| Lord expreſfſeth no reaſon: As Abraham in going 
' Qut of 11s countrey, and ſacrificing his ſonne, Reſol- 
veſt thou on ſimple obedience, in difficult, coſtly, 
dzerous duties? Here is the ſound of a good heart. 

"The manner of walking werhout reproefe , they 
walked not without fault, infirmicic or finnc , but 
| D 3 withour | 
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Nez dicit ſme Without taint of crime or infamy. They could nor 
peceato: ſed | gg jyſtly charged with groſle ſinne or crime before 
ſme querela, | . = | | 
| men. As their ſinceritic was approved before God: 
' ſowas their conuerſation laudable, and withourtiuſt | 
exception before men. The righteouſneſle of cheir | 
| actions teſtified ro therighteoulneſle of their perſoxs. 
Dof#. | Thenextcare to thepleaſing of God mult be to | 
| walke innocently, and inoftenſiuely amongſt men: | 
| fo as none can challenge the Chriſtian inſtly of any | 
| crime, Iames 1.27. religion vndefiled before God, 
| ſeekech to keepc ir ſelfe v»ſported of the world, Phil, | 
2.17. walke blameleſſe 4 _ 


ObrefF, Itis impoſſible not to be blamed : Chriſts inno- 
cencie was traduced, and {o is that of his ſeruants. 
Anſw. | Keepethylelfe vnſpotted, though thou canſt not 


keepe off the ſpattering of euill men: let them not 
iuſtly ſpot thee, though they will blame thee , be 
thou ſure thou þeeſt not blame worthic. 
1. Reaſon, What more ſeemely for the babes in Chriſt then 
ro be without maliciouſneſle : or for the doues of 
Chriſt then innocencie. | 

Secondly, what greater honour of godlineſſe, 
then for to challenge the aduerſaricgas Samue/,whoſe 
OxXc or aſſe hauel taken > which of you can accuſe 
me of crime? I can accuſe my ſelfe of roo much fin 
before God: but which of you can accuſe me iuſily, 
when /obcan take the booke of his aduciſarie and 
Carrie it as his crowne? 
| Thirdly, what greater cut and conviction of the 
 aduerſarie, when he wanteth nothing bur marter a- 
gainſt the ſeruant of God? this choketh him, & ſtop- 
| peth his mouth, whoſe malice cannot be ſtopped. 
| Fourth- | 


——— 
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Fourthly, what greater gaineto the truth and to 
| our ſeJues, when our vnblameable courſe,nort onely 
giucth no offence, nor layeth blocks to hinder 0- 
thers from the profeſſion : but may gaine them to 
imbrace the religion which is ſo innocent, 1, Pet. 2. 
12, Hauing your converſation honeſt amongſt the 
Gentiles, chat whereas they ſpeake euill of you as 
cuill doers, they may by your good workes which 
they ſhall behold glorific God in the day of their 
viſitation. 

And to our ſelues not onely in auoiding the woe 
due to them by whom offences come: but the retai- 
ning of a cleare conſcience void of offences towards 
Godandall men. 

To provoke vs to the care of walking without re- 
proofe; here we are toconfider the cautions which 
weareto take inthis caſe: and ſecondly the meanes 
how we may walke without reproofe. 

The cautions are: firſt, neuerthinke to auoidere- 
proofe of wicked ones, but let them haue no cauſe, 
and then barking againſt the Sunne they way ſee 
their owne madneſle. 

Secondly auoide not mens reproofe by incurring 
Gods reproofe; nor by omitting any part ofthy du- 
rie; nor committing any cuill to pleaſe them. Let e- 
uery man pleaſe his neighbour in #hat which i good: 
and the /eaſteui/s muſt not be done for the attaining 
of the greateſt good, Row. 3. 

Thirdly, neucr care for that credit amongſt men, 
which is ſcuercd from religion,z. Ioh.12. Demetrius 
hath a gocd report of a/[mex,end of the truth irſelte. 
Neither care for credir inthe world, if thy graces be 


not | 
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\not witneſſed inthe Churches 3. Ioh.6. Let all the 
| world reproouethee ratherthen the godly, which 


| hauetheſpirit of diſcerning. 


1 


Meanes of | The meanes by which a wan may wa:ke without 
walking vyn« | : 
blamcab'y, , FEprooic are: | | 
Firſt, ioyne the care of a good name with a good 
| conſcience, Rom. 12.17.Proutde things honeſt in the_s 
fight of God ana all men, 
| Secondly, labourtor faith, Heb.11.2.by faith our 
| fathers receiued a good report ; Faith as ir purifieth 
the heart, ſo the lite alſo. 
| Thirdly, get puritic of mind, ſpirit,and thoughts, 
| get natwrall corruption caſt our of thy ſoule; elle it 
| will breake out into thy 1uſt reproofe; curb therefore 
thy naturall Juſts. 

Fourthly, auoyd all ſinne, not onely apparant 
ſinnes, but appearances of euill , motes as well as 
beames, thy motes ( being a Profeſlor) become 
beames quickly, 

Fiftly, meddle not with other mens buſineſſes: 
bur diligemily attend thy owne, but ſo as thou ſceke 
other mens good as well as thine owne, 1. Corin- 
| thians 10,24. 
| Sixtly, be aboundant in good workes according 
ro thy power, place, and opportunitic, Coloſl.1.10. 

' Workes of righteouſneſſe and mercie commend a 
| man to men. Thoſe vertues are amiable cucn inthe 
' eyes of wicked men. And iuſt dealing with aboun- 
| dance of good workes bringeth a great deale of ho- 
| Application Our tO religion. 
ito the Bride Now a woidof application according to the oc- 
groom: | cafſion.Firſt you my worthy friend and man of God. 


| | I. 


— 
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I aſſure my ſelfe your care and ayme was(before you 
gaue me this text,) to make it your owne rule: that 
of yourſclfe, and the ſpouſe of co you haue choſen 
the words of this text might be verified : They were 
both iuſt before» God: 1 need not ſay muchto one 
apprehenſtue. But remember the counſell, Let him 
that is iuſt be tuſt ſtill, be ſtill adding vnto your pie - 
tic, holineſſc,and religious courſes: you haue man- 
naged graceand religion in your ſelfe, and ſolitari- 
neſle till this day: Now you muſt mannage itin 
your other ſelfe in whom you are thankfully to ac- 
knowledge it, wiſely to encourage ic,carcfully to en- 
creaſe it,and in caſe ſhe bring you thouſands of mo- 
ney ; yet hold chis her worth, her wealth, her chicfe 
ſtocke and portion. You haucin your ſingle eſtate 
worthily taughe others as a man of knowledge, now 
you muſt dwell as a man of knowledge ; for the im- 
pony ofthat ſtocke of y=.m which is in common 
eweene you, that your fiue tallents may be encrea- 
ſedtro ten, when our Lord ſhallcall the ſeruants to 
their reckoning. You haue this day taken vpon you 
authority and headſhip,and wirh that a double care: 
firſt how to vſe it, ſecondl; how to keepe it The wa 
well to vſcit, is to command and rule in the Lord: 
chat all your comands may carrie a ſtampe of Gods 
impreſſion vpon them , then ſhall they prevuaile on 
the conſcience, and win obedience from the wife, 
when the power of both husbands is vnited in them. 
As for keeping your authoritie you know 'the way, 
andſo donot many, it will not be kept by force of 


25 | 


armes or violence: bur by religious example, and 


ſhewing yourſelfe the beſt and moſt godly , yea the | 
E patterne | 
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| patterne of pietic ro rhereſt of your familie. Gods 
' ſhining image will nor caſily be contemned : for | 
| grace hath an attraQtiue and adamantine nature to | 
| al/ure and draw to irſelfe whoſocuer can eſpie ir. Be- | 
ſides ir cannot but be expefed that you who haue | 
' more ſtrength and knowledge, ſhould expreſſe more | 
grace: you haue now vndertaken toloue your wife, | 
« as Chriſt loued his ſpouſe, do it as he did, earneſtly, 
| wiſely, liberally, and allto the end to helpe her to 
| heauen, covering and curing all her infirmities, this 
| you will not faileto do, if youremember, that not a 
| davghrer of men:but a daughterot Iſraelis commit- 
tedro your charge. 
TotheBride, Andto you whom God hath this day ioyned to 
| an husband: Know that E/rzaberh was tult as well as 
| Zacharie : and holineſſe is here as commendable in 
| her asit was in him. Nay it was expetedthat E/z24- 
; beth ſhould ſhine ingrace and godlineſſeaboue or- 
| dinarie women, becauſe ſhe was Zacbarres wife, rhe 
Prieſts wife,the wife offo holy a man. Grace and ho- 
lincſſe decketh and adorneth all women in all ranks; 
| but cſpecially Miniſters wines, as weddedto more 
; then ordinary meanes , and muſt be more eminenr 
'in you, as wedded to one ( were he not preſent I 
| would fay)aboue many ordinary Minifters.Let your 
care be that ir faile not on your part, but thar it may 
| be rruly affirmed. They are both tuft before God Both 
' pious, both wife, both modeft, both holy. As your 
_ | husband muſt dwell with you as a man of know- 
ledge: ſo muſt you with him as with a man of know- 
| tedge. You are this day marricd to an head, whom 
| you muſt obey in all chings which he commanderh 
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in the Lord, that is, in whatſocuer you cannot 
proue to be {inne:and this willingly,chearfully,con- 
(tantly. For thus doth the Church {whoſe daughter 
you are) performe obedience to her head and huſ- 
band Ieſus Chriſt. The ſame grace will cauſe you to 
honour his perſon in your heart, life,and whole be- 
hauiour: eſteeming of him as the Church doth of 
| Chriſt; thc chiefe of ren thouſand. In one word it 
| will make you do him good, and not euill all your 
dayes. Oh what will not the fauour and wiſedome 
of God do,when both married perſons are thus juſt 
before God.lt will ſet a worke and quicken all Gods 
| graces beſtowed on both. Ir will lead into the ſight 

and obſcruance of all good duties mutuall and per- 
 fonall. It will eaſe and lighten all crofles and diſcon- 
rents. It will ſweeten and ſanCtifie all your ſacietie, 
' companie, and comforts, Well, ſaid S«/o-707, hold 
| her, and ſhe will vphold you. And now we diſmiſſe 
| you with our humble prayer ro God for his blel- 
' fing and direction of you both in this your new 
eſtare; that as you have both entred this day into 
rhe couenant of God, fo you may now coucnant 
| witl1 your ſclues;that according to this patterne held 
| before you, you will both ayme to be 1uſt before 
God; and both walke in all Gods comman- 

dc ments, and ordinances (cſpecially in 
this holy and comfortable ordi- 

nance without reproofe. 


— 
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